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Readings of the Eleventh Sunday
‘Avayvaopata tiig IA’ Kuguasiic
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Epistle Reading, Precious Belt of Theotokos (Hebrews 9:1-7)

Brethren, now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly
sanctuary. For a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the
table and the bread of the Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain
stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the
covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the manna,
and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of
glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. These
preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent,
performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once
a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of the
people.
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Gospel Reading, Eleventh Sunday of Matthew (Matthew 18:23-35)

The Lord said this parable: "Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his servants. 18:24 When he began the reckoning, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents; 18:25 and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 18:26 So the servant fell on his
knees, imploring him, "Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 18:27 And out of
pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 18:28 But that same servant,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him
by the throat he said, "Pay what you owe.' 18:29 So his fellow servant fell down and besought him,
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 18:30 He refused and went and put him in prison till he
should pay the debt. 18:31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 18:32 Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ~You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought
me; 18:33 and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 18:34
And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt. 18:35 So also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."
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