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Readings of the 4th Sunday of Matthew
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Feast of St. Athanasios of Mount Athos
Apostolos Reading (2 Corinthians 4: 6-15)

Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always being given
up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death
is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I
believed, and so I spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake,
so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
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Fourth Sunday of Matthew
Gospel Reading (Matthew 8: 5- 13)

In those days, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to
him, beseeching him and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in
terrible distress." And he said to him, "I will come and heal him." But the
centurion answered him, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof;
but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,' and he goes, and to
another, Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, Do this,' and he does it." When
Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I say to
you, not even in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from
east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness;
there men will weep and gnash their teeth." And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go;
be it done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very
moment.




