
1"
"

Renewing, Sanctifying and Beautifying  

Holy Transfiguration  

Greek Orthodox Church 

 
A Donation Catalogue 

 
“Be renewed, be renewed, O New Jerusalem, because your light has shown, and the glory of the Lord has 
come upon you. This house has been founded by the Father, this house has been made firm by the Son, 
this house has been renewed by the Holy Spirit, which illumines and supports, and sanctifies our souls." 

"In early times, while the temple was consecrated, Solomon offered to the Lord sacrifices of animals and 
holocausts. When you were pleased in us O Savior, to forgo the formalities and let the Truth be known, 
the whole world offers to You the bloodless sacrifices to Your glory, because You are the Lord of all 
things and make everything holy through Your Holy Spirit.” 

                                                                                                                     (From the Service of the Consecration) 
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Introduction!

 

 “Lord, our God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance; protect the whole body of Your Church;  
sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house; glorify them in return by Your Divine Power; do not 
forsake us, who set our hope in You.” 

                                                                                                      (Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom) 

In Orthodoxy, through the ascetical efforts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving we prepare to receive the 
sacraments and celebrate the Great Feasts. The historic Consecration of Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox 
Church likewise offers us an opportunity for spiritual preparation through prayer, fasting and good works. 
Among other good works and almsgiving we also have an opportunity to make donations of various items 
needed for the service of the Consecration of our Sanctuary and the beautification of our church. 

This Donation Catalogue presents the required liturgical vessels, icons and other items which are intrinsic to 
the renewal, sanctification, beautification and completion of our beloved sanctuary.  

The icons and items shown are representations of the actual pieces and may differ slightly depending on the 
company or person preparing the article. The iconography shown in the catalogue has been obligated and 
contracted to our iconographer, Elias Katsaros. Currently there is a deficit of the amount committed to be done 
and the amount collected in donations. Your prayerful donations would be greatly appreciated to help meet this 
obligation.   

As you and your family prayerfully review the donation catalogue, consider seizing this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for stewardship! As our Lord Jesus told us, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 
20:35)  The blessings are far greater when our giving is meant to honor God by beautifying and completing His 
Holy House. 

 Various arrangements for donations may be made: We can donate as individuals, as nuclear families (parents 
and children), as spiritual families (godparents and godchildren) and in memorial of loved ones. You may 
donate the full value of an item or partially towards an item. 

Please complete the donation form attached and return to the church office. All checks must be made to 
Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church. In the note section of the check, please specify the 
particular item for which the money is donated.  
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The Consecration as Baptism 
The Greek term for the consecration of a church building is "εγκαίνια ναού" which literally 
means "renewal of the temple". The church building is anointed with the Holy Myrrh during 
this service and thus renewed and dedicated to God as a Sacred Temple, a sacred space that can 
only be used for the worship of God. 

Through the relics of the martyrs buried into the Holy Table and the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
through the hands of the bishop, Holy Transfiguration will be girded forever with spiritual 
armor so that it may resist the ways of the world. It will also provide a sacred haven for worship 
in which the heavenly banquet can be truly experienced in the here and now as we gather 
together to celebrate God’s mystical and Holy Liturgy. 

The Consecration of our Sanctuary can be a reminder of our own baptism and an 
encouragement to truly live out our lives in the light of God’s Kingdom. The fact is that any 
consecration, whether it is a consecration of our church or the consecration of our persons, is an 
end and a beginning, a death and a re-birth.  

Our baptism was a renewal and initiation into the Church. It was a participation in Christ’s 
death and resurrection in a mystical way. We died to sin, were buried with Christ as we 
descended into the water and then were risen again with Him to eternal life. We were renewed 
through this process and transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit to a new life. 

We were consecrated to God as we were anointed with the Holy Chrism. We received "the Seal 
of the Gift of the Holy Spirit" and became Temples of God sanctified by Him, just as the Lord 
Jesus requested from the Father:  

"They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 
truth; Your word is truth.  As You have sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
[John 17: 14-19]. 

 

“One is the nature, immeasurable, uncreated, atemporal, excellent, free, and co-venerable, 
one God in three effulgence’s, making the world go round.  By these I am awakened, another 
new young man, when in the font death gets buried, and I come back racing to the light.  For 
the three-fold Godhead made me rise out a light bearer.”  

St. Gregory the Theologian [On the Holy Spirit, 41-46.] 
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Consecration Service Overview 

In the early years of Christianity, Christians were persecuted and killed for their faith in 
Christ. In those days, the Christians met in underground burial places and celebrated the 
Eucharist on the graves of the martyred Saints. When the persecutions ended, and the 
Church was allowed to exist, the custom of celebrating the Eucharist over the graves of 
Martyrs continued by placing Holy Relics in the Altar at the time of the Consecration of 
the new houses of worship. In this manner, every Christian Church is built on the Blood of 
the Martyrs and founded on their faith in the Lord for Whom they died.   

 

 
 

We celebrated the opening of the doors of our new sanctuary in January of 2004. In these 
past eight years since then we have been abundantly blessed and have made wonderful 
strides towards the beautification of our Church both in iconography and furnishings.  
Unlike the “Open the Doors” ceremony, which focused on the Great Doors of the Church, 
the Consecration Service will be centered around the Holy Altar Table.  The Holy Altar 
Table is the center of the celebration of all the Sacraments and divine services of the 
Church. The Bishop consecrates the Holy Table and the walls of the church praying and 
asking for God's Grace to come upon both the structure and the people to renew and 
sanctify us. 
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What exactly takes place during the ancient rite of the Consecration of 
an Orthodox Church?  

The Service of the Consecration of a house of worship is one of the major Sacraments of 
the Orthodox Church. 

Many sanctifying actions take place such as: 

1. The Three Processions around the Church Building with prayers offered at every side 
of the building thus establishing the grounds of the church as sacred space. 

2. The Placing of, and Sealing of, the Holy Relics in the Altar Table. 

3. The Washing and Anointing of the Altar Table with the Holy Myrrh. 

4. The placing of the four Icons of the Evangelists at the four corners of the Holy Table, 
from where the proclamation of the Gospel begins. 

5. The covering of the Holy Altar with the savano (katasarkion) (a white cloth symbolizing 
the shroud with which the body of Christ was wrapped before placed in the tomb). 

6. The Placing of the new Altar Coverings and other Holy Articles on the Holy Table. 

7. The Lighting of the Vigil Light (The Unwaning Light – the oil lamb that burns all the 
time). 

8. The anointing of the walls of the church with Holy Myrrh. 

Once the aforementioned actions have taken place, Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox 
Church will be Baptized, Chrismated, Sanctified, Consecrated, and dedicated to God for 
Eternal use as an Orthodox Christian House of Worship. 

 

In preparation for this holy sacrament, which the parish experiences communally, the 
faithful are given a noble and sanctifying opportunity to help furbish their beloved 
church.   

The prayerful offering of a donation serves not only to prepare the church for the Service 
of the Consecration, but also endures as lasting gift for future generations of Orthodox 

Christians.
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The Exonarthex Mosaic Icon of Christ 
“Christ the Lifegiver” Icon 

Our Parish is dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. This Mosaic Icon will 
proclaim to everyone who steps onto the Exonarthex of our church that Christ is the Lord 
and the Giver of Life. 

 
In this icon our Lord holds an open Gospel Book to John 11: 25 which reads, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life.  He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.   And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”  

As Orthodox Christians, we strive through askesis, to transform our hearts, minds, souls and 
lives as we endeavor to abide in Christ. "In Him was Life; and the Life was the Light of 
men" (John 1:4)  

 

This Icon has already been donated by a pious Orthodox Christian. 
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Narthex Additions 
 Two new Iconostasia for the Narthex 

 

These ornately carved iconstasia will be flush against the wall.  The iconostasion for the Holy 
Transfiguration icon has a built-in ledge to display the icon of the Feast of the day for 
veneration.   The second iconostasion for the Theotokos and Christ icon features a built in ledge 
to display the Gospel book for veneration.  

Cost: $ 12,000 each 
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Holy Transfiguration Icon        $3,200 

Theotokos with Christ Icon        $3,200 

 
These two icons will be placed in the new iconostasia that are shown on the 
preceding page. They will be the two first icons to be venerated every time someone 
enters the church. The Transfiguration Icon will be placed in the left iconostasion 
and the Icon of the Theotokos holding Christ will be placed in the right one. 

During the Consecration service, after the entire parish makes three processions 
around the Church, a solemn re-entry into Holy Transfiguration will occur.  Each 
parishioner will be holding lighted candles and these two new icons will be the first 
icons to be venerated upon re-entry into the Church, before the faithful return to 
their seats. 

 

    
                                                                                        (Selection of icon style for the Theotokos still pending) 
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Pankari tables (for the candles) 
 

These Pankari tables, intricately carved on all 4 sides, have storage underneath.  This will 
replace the two counter tops where parishioners make offerings for the candles. This is 
hand carved, solid oak and comes with a locking money box. The tops of the tables have 
built-in receptacles to hold candles purchased by the Faithful. There is a locked drawer in 
the center of the Pankari table which holds the donations. Holy Transfiguration needs two 
new Pankari tables for the Narthex. 

 

Cost: $13,000 each. 
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Silver, Hanging Candelia (Vigil lamps) 
for the Narthex Iconostasia 

Vigil lamps are used extensively in churches and chapels. Hanging lamps are the most common, 
consisting of a wall mounted bracket with three chains attached to a holder that holds the glass 
bowl containing the oil. The metal ware is generally plated in silver or gold. The hanging lamp 
is hung from a bracket mounted over an icon so that the lamp is in front of the upper half of the 
icon. 

Both the Old and the New Testaments are replete 
with references to Light: 

“And God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light.” (Gen.1:3), “The LORD is my light 
and my salvation--whom shall I fear?”(Psalm 
27:1), “For with thee is the fountain of life: in 
thy light shall we see light.” (Psalm 36:9), “God 
is Light and in Him there is no darkness at 
all.” (1 John 1:5), “I have come as a light into 
the world, that whoever believes in Me should 
not abide in darkness.” (John 12:46), “Let your 
light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” 
(Matthew 5: 14, 16), “In Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.” (John 1:4-5) Orthodox 
Christians are an illumined people. In the Divine 
Liturgy, we chant, “We have seen the true light; we have received the heavenly Spirit”.  In 
our worship, we have the element of light as a reminder that we are called to be children of the 
Light! 

Finely wrought, and hand-made in Greece, these ornate silver candelia, will be hung in front of 
the Holy Transfiguration icon, and also in front of the icon of the Theotokos with Christ, 
respectively.  

Cost: $2,000 for each candeli 
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Chapel of St Andrew Additions 

 Proskomidi Table 
 

The chapel, located on the right as you enter the Church, is primarily used for daily services, 
vesper services, confessions and for weddings and baptisms. Parishioners use it also as a quiet 
place for personal prayer.  

The Proskomidi table will be placed under the Nativity icon in the Chapel of St Andrew.  The 
Icon of the Nativity of Christ is usually placed in the apse of the Prothesis and signifies the cave 
of Bethlehem in which Jesus was born. This Proskomidi table is intricately carved, featuring a 
peacock.  In Christian symbolism it represents the Resurrection because it renews the splendor 
of its mantle each spring. It is also the symbol of immortality, because it was thought that its 
flesh did not disintegrate after death.  Acanthus scroll work, grapes, grapes leaves and vines 
complete the embellishment of this Proskomidi.  There are cabinets underneath for storage.  

 

 Cost: $ 5,600 
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Stasidia (Chantor Stands) 
 “Singing God’s praises…” 

 
The voice is the musical instrument created by God. Greek Orthodox Christians are blessed to 
have the heritage of sacred Byzantine chant.  Chant (singing a Capella without the aid of 
musical instruments) is the most ancient and fitting praise of God for “making a joyful noise 
unto the Lord” (Psalm 66).  Holy Transfiguration is blessed to have a Protopsaltis (Head 
Chanter) but also several other assistant chanters. 
   

Two are needed. 
Cost: $1,400 each 
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Solea Additions 
The icons of the two "military" saints  (St. George and St. Demetrios) will be installed on 
the adjacent sides of the Solea, behind the chanter stands, reminding us of the Christian 
life as a struggle. Note: In lieu of an inscription of dedication, a list of names may be 
tendered to Fr Panayiotis to be permanently commemorated during the Proskomide. 
Having loved ones prayed for during the Proskomide is considered to be an act of mercy 
due to its great spiritual benefits for our loved ones. “Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy.” 

Solea Arch area:  

Full length, Byzantine style St. Demetrios        pending donation   Cost: $21, 500 

   Full length, Byzantine style St. George               Donated by a pious Orthodox Christian 
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The Holy, Glorious Great-Martyr St. Demetrios 

the Myrrh-flowing 
 

St Demetrios is one of the most popular saints in the Orthodox world. Demetrius came from a 
noble family of the Roman province of Macedonia. Through this noble ancestry and through his 
own ability and virtue he rose to a high military position under Galerius Maximian, Caesar of 
the Eastern part of the Roman Empire (with Diocletian as the Augustus, or senior emperor). 
Despite this position in the still-pagan empire, he remained fervent in faith and works for 
Christ, encouraging many Christians to endure persecution and even bringing many pagans to 
the faith. 

When Maximian returned from one of his campaigns to Thessaloniki, which he had made his 
capital, he had pagan games and sacrifices celebrated for his triumph. Demetrios was 
denounced by pagans who were envious of his success, and he was thrown into prison. While in 
prison he was visited by a young Christian named Nestor, who asked him for a blessing to 
engage in single combat with the giant Lyaios (or Lyaeus), who was posing as the champion of 
paganism. Demetrios gave his blessing and Nestor, against all odds, slew his opponent in the 
arena, as David had once defeated Goliath. 

The enraged emperor, learning that this had occurred with Demetrios' aid, he first had Nestor 
beheaded outside the city and then had Demetrios impaled in prison. Later Demetrios's servant 
Lupus was beheaded after using his master's blood-stained tunic and signet ring to work many 
miracles. The Christians buried Demetrius and Nestor together in the bath where Demetrius had 
been imprisoned. During the seventh century a miraculous flow of fragrant myrrh was found 
emanating from his tomb, giving rise to the appellation “the Myrrh Gusher” to his name. His 
tomb containing his relics is now in the Church of St. Demetrios in Thessaloniki. 

St. Demetrius is revered as the patron saint of Thessaloniki. He has interceded to save 
Thessaloniki over the years from invading foreigners, from the Slavic nations, Bulgarians, 
Arabs, Saracens, and others.  

Martyred in Thessalonica, around the year 300, his feast day is celebrated on October 26. 
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Holy, Glorious Great Martyr St. George 

The Victory-Bearer 

The Holy Great Martyr George the Victory-Bearer, was a native of Cappadocia, in Asia 
Minor. He grew up in a deeply pious Christian family. His father was martyred for Christ when 
George was still a child. His mother, owning lands in Palestine, moved there with her son and 
raised him in strict piety. When he became a man, St George entered into the service of the 
Roman army. He became a military tribune, and was valiant in battle and highly honored for his 
courage.  

When he learned that the Emperor Diocletian was preparing a persecution of the Christians, 
Saint George distributed all his wealth to the poor, freed his servants, and then appeared in the 
Senate. The brave soldier of Christ spoke out openly against the emperor's designs. He 
confessed himself a Christian, "I am a servant of Christ, my God, and trusting in Him, I have 
come among you voluntarily, to bear witness concerning the Truth."  

"What is Truth?" one of the dignitaries asked, echoing the question of Pontius Pilate. The saint 
replied, "Christ Himself, Whom you persecuted, is Truth."  The Emperor was stunned by St 
George’s bold speech, and redoubled his efforts to persuade him to renounce Christ. The 
confessor replied, "Nothing in this inconstant life can weaken my resolve to serve God."  

He was thus put to unheard-of tortures. They tried to kill him with spears, but the spears became 
soft and pliant. They put his feet in stocks and placed a heavy stone on his chest in an attempt to 
crush him. They tried to poison him. When interrogated he told them, “You will grow tired of 
tormenting me sooner than I will tire of being tormented by you." They tied the Great Martyr to 
a wheel, beneath which were boards pierced with sharp pieces of iron. As the wheel turned, the 
sharp edges slashed the saint's naked body. St George passed out due to blood loss. Suddenly, it 
got dark, thunder boomed, and a voice was heard: "Fear not, George, for I am with you!" Then 
a wondrous light shone, and an angel of the Lord appeared in the form of a radiant youth. He 
placed his hand upon the martyr, saying to him, "Rejoice!" St George stood up healed.  

Emperor Diocletian had him, then, thrown into a deep pit. They covered it over with lime. 
Three days later they dug him out, but found him cheerful and unharmed. They shod the saint in 
iron sandals with red-hot nails, and then drove him back to the prison with whips. The next 
morning, he appeared cheerful and with healed feet!  The emperor asked if he liked his shoes.  
The saint said that the sandals had been “just his size”! They then beat him with ox thongs until 
pieces of his flesh came off, but strengthened by the power of God, he remained unyielding and 
thus guided many to believe in Christ. He was finally beheaded in 296 AD in Nicomedia and 
received the crown of martyrdom. In Greece, Russia, Ukraine and Georgia it is common for 
pious parents to name their sons in honor of St George. He is commemorated on April 23. 
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Carved Wooden Small Icon Stands 
 

These stands will be used for smaller icons for the Feast of the Day. The stands are 
slightly slanted to make it easier for the one standing in front of it to see the icon on 
it. They have a stylized acanthus ornamental motif often used in Mediterranean 
architecture and decorative arts, by the Greeks, since the 5th century before Christ.  

Holy Transfiguration needs two in preparation for the Consecration. 

Cost: $ 2,650.00"each"

"
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Carved Wooden Large Icon Stands 
 

The stands also are slightly slanted to make it easier for the one standing in front of 
it to see the icon laid on it. These stands will display the Major Feasts of the 
Church for veneration. 

Holy Transfiguration needs two. 

Cost: $ 3,200 each 
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Large Byzantine Imperial Crested Rug 
 

The Byzantine Imperial Crest featuring the double-headed eagle is the symbol of the Christian 
Greco-Roman (Byzantine) Empire.  

The double headed eagle symbolizes the two authorities, the Church and the State under one 
Crown, the Christian Empire - one Empire under God.  

The harmonious co-existence of the Church and State in "Symphonia" was the peaceful co-
existence and co-operation, where the Emperor made into laws the decisions of the Church 
Synods (especially those of the Ecumenical Councils), while the Church authorities respected 
the laws of the State. 

 This formula of separation but close co-operation between Church and State worked quite well 
from the time of Constantine the Great until the Fall of Constantinople in 1453.   

This “symphonia” enabled the Church to freely live the teachings of Christ and greatly affect 
the lives of people without having to resort to political and secular methods. In exchange for 
this freedom, the clergy remained away from political and secular endeavors. This Imperial 
Crested rug honors our unique Byzantine heritage.   

This item has been donated by pious Orthodox Christians 

"  
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Brass Manuallia 
In the Old Testament, “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil 
of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning continually. Outside the 
curtain of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, Aaron is to tend the lamps before the Lord 
from evening till morning, continually.’” (Leviticus 24:1-3)  

Christ is the fulfillment of both the Law and all Old Testament types and prophecies.  Our Lord 
proclaimed, “I am the Light of the World” (“Ego emi to fotos tou cosmou”). Christ left 12 
Apostles to illumine the world with His Gospel teachings. “But if we walk in the light, as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.”(1 John 1:7)  Continuing to fulfill the commandment even today that 
there be light in front of the Holy of Holies, the new brass Manuallia will feature 12 candles 
representing the Apostles, and one central, elevated candeli signifying Christ.   

Holy Transfiguration needs two in order to complete the Solea for the Consecration. 

Cost: $1,350 each 
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Iconography Additions in the Holy of Holies 
Church Fathers in the Altar Area: Right Side 

These will be installed in October 2013 

St. Basil 

St. Athanasios of Alexandria 

St. Cyril of Alexandria 

St. Gregory of Nyssa 

 

Cost: $ 11,500 each 

 



23"
"

St. Basil the Great 
St Basil is one of the Great Fathers of the Orthodox Church. Born at Caesarea of Cappadocia 
(modern day Turkey) in 330 AD, Basil came from a wealthy and pious family which yielded a 
number of saints, including his mother Saint Emmelia, grandmother Saint Macrina the Elder, 
sister Saint Macrina the Younger and brothers Saints Gregory of Nyssa and Peter of Sebaste. 

 

The title "great" is often used in reference to military leaders who have commanded mighty 
armies. The Church, however, has bestowed this honorable title on relatively few of the many 
people who have faithfully served the Lord as His saints. One such individual deemed worthy 
of the honorary title “Great” (Megas in Greek) is ST. BASIL THE GREAT. 
 

In his youth, he was a brilliant scholar, excelling in philosophy, astronomy, and public 
speaking. Because of his education and training, St. Basil’s life could have branched out in 
many different directions, but he chose the "road less traveled" and followed Christ. Following 
his baptism, Basil quickly rose to prominence in the Church. At the age of 40, he became 
Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia - his boyhood home. Although his episcopacy was 
relatively brief - he was to die 10 years later - St. Basil's accomplishments have endured in a 
lasting legacy for the Church. He set down a practical rule of life for monastics; he is thus 
considered the Father of Eastern monasticism. He was a liturgist; he compiled the Divine 
Liturgy that is still served 10 times a year in our Holy Orthodox Church.  He was a brilliant 
orator; many of his sermons have been preserved.  It was Basil the Great who established the 
very first hospitals, orphanages and homes for the elderly. St. Basil was also a strong and 
fearless defender of the Faith - standing up for the true teachings of the Church throughout the 
lengthy Arian heresy that caused division amongst believers in the 4th century.   To an imperial 
prefect, astonished at Saint Basil's fearlessness, he replied, "Perhaps you have never before 
dealt with a proper bishop."  His commemoration date is January 1st, annually.   The Church 
considers him one of the Three Holy Hierarchs, together with Saints Gregory the 
Theologian (Gregory Nazianzus) and John Chrysostom. Together, they are annually 
honored on January 30th.  Pious Orthodox parents often name their sons Basile, Vasily or Vasili 
in honor of this amazing saint. 

     In iconography, he is always portrayed in episcopal vestments with a long brown beard as 
he reposed at the relatively young age of 49.  
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St. Athanasios of Alexandria 
St. Athanasios (also spelled Athanasius) of Alexandria (Greek: Ἀθανάσιος Ἀλεξανδρείας, 
Athanásios Alexandrías) (b. ca. 296-298 – d. 2 May 373), was the 20th bishop of Alexandria. 
His episcopate lasted 45 years (c. 8 June 328 – 2 May 373), of which over 17 were spent in five 
exiles ordered by four different Roman emperors. He is considered to be a renowned Christian 
theologian, a Church Father, the chief defender of Trinitarianism against Arianism, and a noted 
Egyptian leader of the fourth century. 

He is remembered for his role in the conflict with Arius and Arianism. In 325, at the age of 27, 
St. Athanasius had a leading role against the Arians in the First Council of Nicaea while he was 
still a deacon and personal secretary of the 19th Bishop of Alexandria, Alexander. Nicaea was 
convoked by Constantine I in May–August 325 to address the Arian position that Jesus of 
Nazareth is of a different essence (substance) from the Father and not God in nature. 

In June 328, at the age of 30, three years after Nicæa and upon the repose of Bishop Alexander, 
he became archbishop of Alexandria. He continued to lead the conflict against the Arians for 
the rest of his life and was engaged in theological and political struggles against the Emperors 
Constantine the Great and Constantius II and powerful and influential Arian churchmen, led by 
Eusebius of Nicomedia and others. Within few years of his departure, St. Gregory of Nazianzus 
called him a "Pillar of the Church". His writings were well regarded by all Church fathers who 
followed, in both the West and the East. His writings show a rich devotion to the Word-
become-man, great pastoral concern, and profound interest in monasticism. 

St. Athanasius is a venerated Saint not only by the Eastern Orthodox Churches but also by the 
Roman Catholics, Oriental churches, Lutherans, and the Anglican Communion. He is labeled 
as the "Father of Orthodoxy" and counted as one of the four Great Doctors of the Church by 
the Roman Catholics. He is also revered by many Protestants, who label him "Father of The 
Canon".  St. Athanasius’ feast day is celebrated on the 18th of January. 
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St. Cyril of Alexandria 
Our father among the saints Cyril of Alexandria was the Pope of Alexandria at the time 
Alexandria was at its height in influence and power within the Roman Empire. Cyril wrote 
extensively and was a leading protagonist in the Christological controversies of 5th century. He 
was a central figure in the Council of Ephesus in 431 which led to the deposition of the heretical 
Nestorius as Archbishop of Constantinople. His reputation within the Orthodox Christian world 
has led to his acquiring the title "Seal of all the Fathers."  

Cyril was born about 378 in Egypt.  His mother's brother, Theophilus, was a priest who rose to 
the powerful position of Pope of Alexandria. Under his uncle’s guidance, Cyril was well 
educated. He was tonsured a reader by his uncle Theophilus in the Church of Alexandria and 
under his uncle's guidance advanced in knowledge and position. Theophilus died in 412, and 
Cyril succeeded him as pope of Alexandria. 

His early years as pope, he dealt primarily with problems concerning animosities among the 
various Christian factions, Jews, and pagans. These animosities brought frequent violence.  

In 428 when the see of Constantinople became vacant. Nestorius was made Archbishop of 
Constantinople and he denounced the use of the term Theotokos as an improper rendition of 
Mary's position in relation to Christ. 

At the request of Cyril, the emperor called for the Third Ecumenical Council of 431 which 
ended with Nestorius being removed from office and sent into exile.  Cyril of Alexandria died 
on June 27, 444. 

As noted above, Cyril was a scholarly archbishop and a prolific writer. In the early years of his 
active life in the Church he wrote several exegeses. Among these were: Commentaries on the 
Old Testament, Thesaurus, Discourse against Arians, Commentary on St. John's Gospel, and 
Dialogues on the Trinity. In 429 as the Christological controversies increased, his output of 
writings was that which his opponents could not match. His writings and his theology have 
remained central to tradition of the Fathers and to all Orthodox even up today. It is thus very 
appropriate that the Church Father who defended both Christ and the proper dignity and 
honor of the Theotokos is honored with an icon in the Holy of Holies. His feast day is 
celebrated on June 9 and, with St. Athanasius of Alexandria, on January 18. 
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St. Gregory of Nyssa 
Our father among the saints Gregory of Nyssa was bishop of Nyssa and a prominent theologian 
of the fourth century. He was the younger brother of Basil the Great and friend of Gregory the 
Theologian. 

Gregory was raised in a very pious (and large) Christian family of ten children; his grandmother 
Macrina the Elder, his mother Emmelia, his father Basil the Elder, his sisters Macrina the 
Younger and Theosebia, and his brothers Basil the Great and Peter of Sebaste have all been 
recognized as saints. He received a good education and taught rhetoric at one point. In 372, his 
brother Basil ordained him the bishop of Nyssa in Cappadocia (in present-day Turkey). 

Gregory and Basil both spent much effort defending the Faith against the attacks of the Arians. 
He was twice deposed from his episcopal See because of false accusations made by the heretics. 
His position as bishop was finally restored in 378. The next year, 379, his brother Basil the 
Great died. As the two were extremely close, Gregory was very grieved at his loss. The 
following year, Gregory's sister, Macrina, also died. About this time Gregory attended the 
Council of Antioch, a local synod, in which he zealously defended Orthodoxy. The council 
refuted a heresy which denied the perpetual virginity of the Theotokos, on one hand, and on the 
other hand forbade worship of her as God or part of the Godhead. Next, he attended the Second 
Ecumenical Council in Constantinople, which finalized the second part of the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed concerning the Holy Spirit. 

For the rest of his life, Gregory continued to attend church councils, discuss doctrinal matters, 
and combat various heresies. Gregory is remembered above all for major contributions to 
Orthodox theology. He combated heresy with a doctrine which clarified the nature of the 
Trinity.   He is also the first Christian theologian to argue for the infinity of God. Accordingly, 
Gregory argues that since God is infinite he cannot be comprehended. Gregory also wrote of 
three stages of spiritual progression: initial ignorance, then spiritual illumination, and finally the 
darkness/cloud of un-knowability in the contemplation of God, who cannot be comprehended. It 
is only through not-knowing and not-seeing, that God can, paradoxically, be known and seen. 
This notion (apophatic theology) would be extremely influential in both Western and Eastern 
spirituality, via the mystical writings of Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite.  

St. Gregory of Nyssa is a major figure in the history of apophatic theology and 
spirituality."He reached old age and reposed peacefully in the Lord near the end of the fourth 
century. He is commemorated on January 10. 
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Church Fathers in the Altar Area: Left Side 
These will be installed next October 

St. John Chrysostom 

St. Gregory the Theologian 

St. Spyridon 

St. Nicholas 

 

Cost: $11, 500 each 
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St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople 
St John Chrysostom (347-407), Archbishop of Constantinople, remains a beloved Orthodox 
Theologian, preacher and archbishop at the turn of the fourth to the fifth centuries in Syria and 
Constantinople.  Saint John was surnamed Chrysostom ("Golden-mouth" in Greek) because 
of his eloquence. His contribution to the text of the Divine Liturgy gained him a place on the 
left side of the altar apse. 

He made exhaustive commentaries on the Divine Scriptures and was the author of more works 
than any other Church Father. He left us complete commentaries on the Book of Genesis, the 
Gospels of Saints Matthew and John, the Acts, and all the Epistles of Saint Paul. His extant 
works are 1,447 sermons and 240 epistles. His works are distinguished by their eloquence and 
the remarkable ease with which rich imagery and scriptural allusions are multiplied; by their 
depth of insight into the meaning of Scripture and the workings of God's providence; and, not 
least of all, by their earnestness and moral force, which issue from the heart of a blameless man 
who lived first what he preached to others. Twenty-two teachers of the Church have written 
homilies of praise in his writings.  As a testament to the spiritual beauty and profundity of his 
sermons, in much of the Christian world, during the Resurrection services is his Paschal sermon 
which is still read in churches: 

“O death, where is thy sting? 
O Hades, where is thy victory? 

Christ is Risen, and you are overthrown! 
Christ is Risen, and the demons are fallen! 

Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice! 
Christ is Risen, and life reigns! 

Christ is Risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!” 

After censoring the Emperor and Empress, he was cruelly marched to death surrounded by 310 
guards.  His last words were "Glory be to God for all things."  His feast days are November 
13th and January 27 (translation of his relics). He is also celebrated as one of the Three 
Hierarchs on January 30, together with Saint Basil the Great and Saint Gregory the 
Theologian.   

His relics were stolen from Constantinople by Crusaders in 1204 AD and brought to Rome. 
Pope John Paul II returned the relics in 2004 in a conciliatory gesture of goodwill to the 
Orthodox Church for past wrongs. In the Three Holy Hierarchs icon, St John Chrysostom is 
always depicted in the middle sporting short brown hair and a trim (relatively short) beard. 
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St. Gregory the Theologian 

St Gregory the Theologian is not only one of the Three Holy Hierarchs, but also one of the 
esteemed Cappodocian Fathers (St Basil the Great, St Gregory the Theologian and St Gregory 
of Nyssa (St Basil’s younger brother).  He was born in 329 in a village in the district of 
Cappadocia. He was reared in a holy household; all the members of his family have been 
declared saints by the Church! 
At first he studied in Caesarea of Palestine, then in Alexandria, and finally at the university of 
Athens. While sailing from Alexandria to Athens, a violent sea storm put in peril not only his 
life but also his salvation, since he had not yet been baptized. With tears he begged God to spare 
him, vowing to dedicate his whole life to Him. The tempest gave way to calm.  He kept his 
word to God. At Athens St. Gregory was later joined by St. Basil the Great. They were 
fellow ascetics, both living as monastics. They were lifelong friends. 
When saint Basil became Archbishop of Caesarea he consecrated him Bishop of Sasima, which 
was in the archdiocese of Caesarea.  (As heresies were rampant at that time, Basil knew he 
could rely on Gregory to be steadfast in the Faith.) This consecration was a source of great 
sorrow to Gregory who had no aspirations for the bishopric throne. It caused tension between 
him and Basil, but his love for Basil remained unchanged, as can be plainly seen from 
his Funeral Oration on Saint Basil.  
In 379, St. Gregory assisted the Church of Constantinople; his supremely wise words freed it 
from the corruption of the Arian heresy. He was elected archbishop of Constantinople by 
the Second Ecumenical Council in 381. In Constantinople, he preached his famous 
five sermons on the Trinity, called “The Triadica”. When he left Constantinople two years 
later, the Arians did not have even one church left in the city! After St. Meletius of Antioch died 
while presiding over the Second Ecumenical Council, St. Gregory was chosen in his stead.  He 
distinguished himself in his expositions of dogmatic theology.  With his leadership, the Second 
Ecumenical Council decreed that the Holy Spirit is God and completed the second part of the 
Creed:  
"We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father: 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified: who spoke by the 
prophets. In one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen." 
In 382, after lifelong service to the Lord, St. Gregory retired from the See of Constantinople. He 
reposed peacefully in the Lord in 391AD at age 62. His writings reveal both lofty eloquence 
and a wondrous breadth of learning. Because of the theological profundity of his works, he is 
called "Theologian." His feast days are January 25 and January 19 (translation of his relics). 
He is honored for the third time annually on January 30 (Three Hierarchs). He is always shown 
with a long white beard. 
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St. Spyridon of Trimythous 

Our father among the saints, Spyridon of Trimythous the Wonderworker, was a fourth century 
bishop who was present at the First Ecumenical Council. His body is still miraculously 
preserved uncorrupted and is found on the Greek island of Corfu (Kérkyra).  
St. Spyridon was born in the village of Ashia in Cyprus (270 AD) called Trimithous. He was a 
peasant farmer and shepherd and was not educated. Spyridon was married and had a daughter, 
Irene. After his wife died, he and his daughter both lived an ascetic life. He was chosen Bishop 
of Trimythous and continued to lead his flock in piety. During the Maximilian persecutions 
(295 AD) he was arrested and exiled. 
In 325 AD, he was present at the First Ecumenical Council of Nicea where he astonished many 
with his simple explanations of the Orthodox Faith. Though not well-educated, he surprised 
everyone at the Council of Nicea by converting a famous philosopher to Orthodoxy from 
Arianism. He explained the unity and diversity of the Trinity by holding up a brick, then commonly 
thought to be a combination of the elements fire, earth and water; as he spoke, fire blazed from the top 
of the brick while water gushed out underneath while the earth remained in his hand. At Nicea, he met 
St. Nicholas of Myra, with whom he formed a lasting friendship. 
Through simplicity and deep devotion to God, he worked miracles throughout his life and 
became known as a great wonder-worker, calling forth rain in the midst of drought, casting out 
demons with a single word, healing the sick and helping his people come closer to God. 
When he arrived back home from Nicea a woman told him that she had given his daughter, who had 
died while he was away, some jewelry for safekeeping. Now that his daughter was dead, no one could 
find where she had put them. Spyridon went to his daughter's grave, spoke to her, and was able to 
restore the jewelry to its owner. 
Also during a famine Spyridon changed a snake into gold so that a poor man could buy food from a 
greedy merchant who had cornered the supply. 
It is said that angels concelebrated with him during the Liturgy. The music was so beautiful that 
people passing by would hear it and think that a large choir was singing. Entering the church, 
however, they would find only St. Spyridon and his few assistants. 
St. Spyridon lived most of his earthly life in Trimithous of Cyprus, where he also reposed in 
348 AD and was buried in the Church of the Holy Apostles in Trimythous.  During the raids of 
Cyprus by the Saracens (Muslim Arabs), the Cypriots opened his grave and transfered his 
uncorrupted body to Constantinople for safety. When Constantinople fell to the Muslim Turks 
in 1453, his uncorrupted relics were transferred to Corfu, Greece where he is currently buried. 
He is called the "Walking Saint" because the silk slippers which clothe his feet are worn 
out each year and are replaced on his feast day. His miracle in Corfu against the Turkish 
invasion of 1716 is commemorated on August 11. He is commemorated by the church on 
December 12. 
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St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra 
Our father among the saints Nicholas of Myra, Wonder-worker, was the archbishop of Myra in 
southern Asia Minor in the fourth century and is also the basis for the Santa Claus legends and imagery 
which accompany Christmas celebrations in much of the world. 
While widely honored and venerated, not only in the Orthodox Church, but throughout most Christian 
groups, little is known historically of the life of Nicholas. He is known to have been archbishop of 
Myra and he that he have participated in the Council of Nicea in 325. In addition to being honored as 
the patron saint of many countries, notably Greece and Russia, and of cities, he is the patron of many 
occupational groups, most notably of sea-farers. St. Nicholas is commemorated by the Church on 
December 6, and also on May 9 (the transfer of his relics). 
 
By tradition, St. Nicholas born in the province of Lycia in the southern part of Asia Minor in the city of 
Patara to well-to-do parents. The date of his birth is not known. Having inherited his parents' estate, he 
became known for his generous gifts to those in need. As a youth, he made pilgrimages to Palestine 
and Egypt. He was subsequently consecrated Archbishop of Myra as the fourth century began. He was 
imprisoned during the persecutions of Diocletian and released by Constantine after his ascension to 
emperor.  

St. Nicholas was noted for his defense of Orthodoxy against the Arians. He is reputed to have been 
present at the Council of Nicea, but his name does not appear among any documents from that era. He 
died in Myra on December 6 in a year uncertain, but between 342 and 352. The Dismissal Hymn for 
holy hierarchs, “The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock ... was written originally for Saint 
Nicholas. He is the patron of all travelers, and of sea-farers in particular; he is one of the best known 
and best loved Saints of all time.  His feast day is December 6th.  It is a pious Orthodox custom to name 
a child in honor of this much loved and greatly revered Church Father.  For his zeal in preserving and 
defending in Apostolic Orthodox Church and its faith, it is common for St Nicholas to be honored 
with an icon in the Holy of Holies. 

In time his fame in northern Europe as a saintly bishop began changing to that of a giver of gifts to 
children, usually done on December 6. As immigrants from the Germanic and Nordic lands settled in 
the United States the image of St. Nicholas, or "Sinterklaas," as he is known among the Dutch, slowly 
changed to that of "Santa Claus" with little tie to the spirituality of Christianity. 

Troparion (Tone 4) 
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, 

an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence; 
your humility exalted you; 
your poverty enriched you. 
Hierarch Father Nicholas, 

entreat Christ our God 
that our souls may be saved. 
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Christ the High Priest Icon 
(Centered behind the Holy Altar) 

In the “Christ the High Priest” icon, our Lord and God and Great High Priest is seen surrounded 
by Glorifying Light and holding the Holy Communion Chalice.  “Seeing then that we have a 
Great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest which who cannot sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.” (Heb 4: 14-16)                                                 

Cost:  $15,000 

 

Note: Unlike in this photo, the view of the icon will not be obscured. 
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Proskomidi behind the Altar Area 
Righteous Melchiezidek (to the RIGHT of the Holy Altar) 

Donated by a pious Orthodox Christian 

 

“Melchiezidek, King of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was priest of God 
Most High. He blessed Abram and said, ‘Blessed be Abram to God Most High, who 

created the heaven and the earth, and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered up 
your enemies as subjects to you!’ And he [Abram] gave him one tenth of everything.”  

(Gen 14: 18-20)  

Melchiezidek was a king; Christ is the King of Glory.  Melchiezidek was king of Salem, that is, 
king of peace; first king of righteousness, and after that king of peace. So is our Lord Jesus; He 
by His righteousness brought peace, for the fruit of righteousness is peace. Christ speaks for 
peace, creates peace, and is our peace!maker. In bringing out bread and wine to Abraham, 
Melchiezidek is considered a type of Christ in that he foreshadows the High Priesthood of 
Christ, who gives His own precious body and blood to the faithful in the bread and wine of the 
Holy Eucharist.   
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Icon of Great Humility (to the LEFT of the Holy Altar) 
Donated by a pious Orthodox Christian 

 

“Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” (Matt 11:28-30) 

 

Christians are meant to be humble, and it is Jesus Christ Himself Who calls us to humility. Yet 
this crucial virtue is very illusive."To know what humility is we must look to Christ; to know 
how to gain and grow in humility we again look to Christ. Specifically we can look to the Icon 
of Christ called “Extreme Humility”. This Icon shows the crucified Jesus Christ, in the tomb, 
usually bearing the marks of His murder and torture."He accepted death because He assumed the 
whole tragedy of our life. He chose to pour His life into death in order to destroy it and break 
the hold of evil. His death is the final and ultimate revelation of His perfect obedience, love and 
humility. 
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Altar Rugs 
These rectangular altar rugs feature the Imperial Byzantine crest of the double-headed eagle on 
a red background. The red signifies sanctification and royalty - the Royalty and Divinity of 
Christ and the salvation that comes from Him. These rugs will be placed in front of, and on the 
sides of the Holy Altar. 

 

 

 

 

These items have been donated by pious Orthodox Christians 
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Liturgical Vessels needed for Consecration 
Gold-plated Artoforion for the Holy Table 

Cost: $1,900 

This item has been donated by a pious Orthodox Christian 

 
The Tabernacle enthrones the consecrated body of Christ and makes Christ perpetually present in the 
Church. This is why some piously acknowledge His presence by turning towards the altar table 
prior to leaving the Church. In the days of ancient Israel, the Tabernacle was the earthly dwelling of 
God, where the Ark of the Covnant was housed."The biblical tabernacle included the enshrined leftover 
manna. Therefore, the ancient Tabernacle prefigures the tabernacles used today in Orthodox worship."
Orthodox artoforia contain the reserved sacrament of the Mystical Supper. The reserved sacrament is 
kept in the artoforion/tabernacle on the altar table at all times. The presence of Christ in the tabernacle 
is always indicated by a vigil lamp, burning perpetually. The presence of Christ in the artoforion is 
the reason we “cross ourselves” when we drive by an Orthodox church! The biblical tabernacle 
included the stone tablets of the ten Commandments, the Way, the Law. The new tabernacle contains 
the reserved sacrament, the Son of God, who said, "I am the Way". He is the fulfillment of the Law. 
The biblical tabernacle included the Rod of the Patriarch Aaron, confirming the Levitical priesthood. 
The New Testament tabernacle (artoforion) contains the presence of Jesus Christ, the Church's new 
High Priest. A new artoforion is required for the Consecration. 
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Silver Chalice and Paten 
Cost: $3,950 for the set 

 
 

Wine and water are poured silver Chalice cup into during the Preparation of the Gifts. Later, 
during the Divine Liturgy, after the Consecration, hot water (representing the fervor of the 
Faith) is poured into the Chalice, as well. The Chalice is one of the sacred vessels and is 
handled only by the clergy. The Chalice represents the cup used by Christ in the Last Supper in 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist. The chalice also represents in a striking manner, the 
passion and death of Christ through which life is offered to the whole world. 
 
This silver Paten (Diskarion) has a small round metal disk with a stemmed base which 
represents the manger where Christ was placed after His Birth. During the service of Offertory, 
a special piece of bread (the Lamb or Host) is placed on this disk. Our Lord, who deigned to be 
sacrificed for our sins, is presented in the Scriptures as a Lamb (Is. 53: 5-7). Hence, the portion 
of the Prosforo bread which represents the Body of Christ and which later is changed into the 
body of Christ is called “The Lamb.” Beside the “Lamb”, portions in honor of the Theotokos, 
the hosts of the angels and all the saints are also placed on the Paten. Other portions in 
commemoration of the Living and of the Departed are also placed on the Paten in front of the 
Host.  
A new Chalice and Paten is required for the Consecration. The Paten will be used to carry 
the Holy Relics that will be placed in the Holy Table. Both Paten and Chalice will be used 

for the first Divine Liturgy celebrated after the end of the Consecration Service. 
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Main Iconostasion:   6 Silver, Hanging Candelia  
Just as we cannot exist physically without light; we cannot exist spiritually without the Light of 
Christ. Created light and its illumination is a reflection of the spiritual truth of God’s Uncreated 
Energies. Candelia remind us of the Light of Christ in this world. They also serve as a reminder 
of the edifying illumination in the lives of the saints, whose entire beings were transformed by 
their faith in and obedience to Christ, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 

Candelia for the main iconostasion are required in the proper preparation for the 
Consecration. 
 

Cost: $ 2,000 each 
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Small Silver Censer with 12 bells 
Incense was used in ancient times in the "Tent of the Presence" by Aaron (I Chron. 23: 13) and 
later at the Temple of Solomon. It is now used by the Church. This vessel hangs from three 
chains (Holy Trinity) with twelve small bells which represent the voices of the Twelve 
Apostles. Censing before the altar and the icons is a tribute of honor to our Lord and to the 
Saints. The censing toward the worshipers is a blessing for the faithful who are created in the 
Image and Likeness of God, but it also symbolizes the prayers of the faithful rising up to God as 
incense (Ps. 141:2, Rev. 5: 8).  In the New Testament, the first to present incense to the Lord 
were the Magi; Gaspar, Melchior and Balthazar (Matt. 2: 11).   “Let my prayer be sent forth, 
as incense before Thee and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice”. 

This new censer is required for the Consecration.  

It will be used extensively during the service itself. 

 

Cost: $ 1,350 
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Velvet Liturgical Covers 

The Holy Altar Table, the central focus of the Consecration Service, as well as the side tables in 
the Altar, will receive coverings like the one pictured below. The Altar table will need three 
sets: one in red, one in purple and one in white.   Red is a royal color representing Christ as 
King. It also represents the Sacrifice of our Lord for our Salvation.  Purple signifies our 
repentance and the mourning for our sins. It is used during Great Lent."White, a royal and 
celebratory color, symbolizes innocence and purity.  Adding Christocentric embroidered motifs 
on all three sets, the gold thread will proclaim His Glory, Majesty and His Resurrection. The 
richness of the cloth and the theological symbolism of the colors used all add to the interior 
splendor of our Byzantine sanctuary. 

New velvet liturgical coverings are required for the Consecration. 

The cost for each required set is $2,500 and includes the following: 
Holy Altar Cover 

2 Proskomidi covers 

 1 Solea Memorial table cover 
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This white liturgical cover set has already been donated by a pious Orthodox 
Christian, and is currently beautifying our Holy Altar. 

"""""""""""   """""   
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Baptistry Area 
New Infant Baptismal Font"

Simple and elegant in design, this brass/chrome-enameled Baptismal font features a cross in 
raised relief as its primary decoration.  The shape of the font is symbolic of a womb, 
emphasizing that the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is a rebirth, a resurrection into the life and 
faith of the Church.   Our current Infant Baptismal Font is over 100 years old and came to us 
from St Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church in Savannah, GA.  It is in poor condition.       

Cost: $1,850 

 
 

“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:27-28) 
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St. Nektarios Shrine 

 
New altar table   Cost: $4,900 

The design of this altar table features a Greek cross and grapevine motif with swirling Rococo 
support columns topped by crosses and acanthus leaves.  It will be stained to match the other 
wooden items in our sanctuary. 
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In Conclusion 
 

“We bless Thee, O Most High God and Lord of Mercy, Who does with us things both 
great and inscrutable, both glorious and awesome, of which there is no measure… 
wherefore, we implore Thy boundless goodness: Enlighten the eyes of our understanding 
and raise up our mind from the heavy sleep of indolence; open our mouth and fill it with 
Thy praise, that we may be able steadily to hymn and confess Thee, Who art God glorified 
in all and by all, the Unoriginate Father, with Thine Only-Begotten Son, and Thine All-
Holy and Good and Life-Creating Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen” 

  (Orthodox morning prayers) 

 

Thank you for your prayerful perusal and donations! 
Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Ph.D., Protopresbyter  

and the Parish Council  

of Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church 


