
«Eγκαίνια» - «Consecration»
The transformation of the world to a New Creation

The Greek word for "consecration" of a church is «εγκαίνια», which literally means "the 
entrance into a new state", a "new existence", the "New Creation", which was brought about 
by Christ through His Resurrection.

The consecration of this church will make this building a "new space" a "sacred space"; it 
will dedicate this space to the order of "the New Creation" which transforms the fallen man 
into renewed humanity, healed, perfected and made eternal in the Risen Christ. 

After the consecration, this building will become a place of transformation for those who 
enter it. People will enter "fallen" and emerge from it "renewed and perfected" in the image 
of God. This human transformation will be accomplished through the mystery of the Holy 
Eucharist, our union with the Risen Christ, for the miracle of the transformation of bread and 
wine to the new existence of the Body and Blood of the Risen Lord will also transform those 
who touch it and partake of it.

When people enter into this sacred space, they should know that this will change them. 
They should expect to receive purification, salvation and sanctification, for they will be 
placing themselves in the presence of God, for He will now dwell in this place with all His 
Power and Glory. Here God will be worshiped, as Heaven will bend to meet the earth at this 
very place.

Hence, this consecration is not just about the building; it is primarily about those who will 
enter this building; it is about those who will confess their Faith in the Risen Lord; just like 
the holy martyrs, who will be forever buried in the Altar of this sanctuary, who through their 
confession received the "Kingdom", so also we will be enabled to become citizens of the 
"Kingdom".

We are called to become "martyrs" (literally "witnesses") of the Faith in the True God, the 
Father, His Son Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit. We are called to "let our light so shine 
before men, that they may see our good works and give glory to our Father who is in 
heaven". (Cf. Matthew 5:16) This sanctuary will become the springboard of "Good Works" 
that please and glorify God.

Upon its consecration, this sanctuary will become the platform of the proclamation that the 
Kingdom of God has come to earth. The spiritual treasure of the Orthodox Faith, which 
gives eternal life, will now be made available to those who step onto these hallowed 
grounds. This building will become an ark of salvation for those who enter it. Here, men and 
women will be made disciples of the Lord; here men and women will be baptized; here men 
and women will be taught to observe the precepts of life as given to us by Christ. And the 
Lord will be with us always to the close of the age, as He promised. (Cf. Matthew 28:19-20)
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