
Byzantine Choir Vision

Purpose: We exist to uplift the faithful. 

Envisioned Future:  
 In the next few years, the Byzantine choir of Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church will have 
grown to the ability to lead the liturgical responses, first for the Divine Liturgy on Sundays and second for 
Great Vespers on Saturday evening. 
	 Deacon Paul will continue to lead, teach, and direct as often as his other duties as a clergyman 
permit, developing a group that can offer the hymns and readings without his help. We will have set up a 
rotation of chanters/readers who can lead the responses at our services, beginning with the Divine 
Liturgy. We will have built up a good collection of recordings and written music online, eliminating the 
necessity of gathering for practice. Weekly meetings will be rehearsals, where we learn to blend and sing 
well together. Students will be encouraged to record themselves chanting and send me those recordings 
for my feedback. In five years, we will have a men’s choir and/or a women’s choir. As we grow further in 
skill and knowledge, we will begin to compose or arrange our own music, using the available software. 
	 Choir members’ experience will be fun and uplifting—yet full of grace, peace, and beauty. It will also 
be an experience of connection and friendship through regular times for fellowship outside of practice 
and services. The longer choir members participate and realize both the great blessing and the depth of 
Byzantine music, the more thankful to God they will become for the music and the more humble they will 
become at the prospect of all the material they do not know. From feeling that they are part of something 
merely exciting, participants will begin to feel part of something deeply significant and meaningful. 
	 Hearing the growth in the choir’s quality, more parishioners will begin to come to services for the 
uplifting musical experience. There will be more interest in and appreciation for ecclesiastical music. 
More people will join the choir. Clergy will likewise be more edified and uplifted in worship. 
	 Within two years, Holy Transfiguration’s Byzantine choir will be known throughout the Atlanta area as 
a group of faithful, joyful singers who love to worship and share generously of their time and talents with 
others. We will have begun to visit other parishes to celebrate their feast days with them, preparing non-
liturgical hymns to chant in honor of their patron saints or feasts. Others will say that the spirit of this 
choir is one of joyous fellowship and that they appreciate our presence at their feast days. In five years, 
other parishes will begin to ask us to come to sing at their parishes for various occasions. 
	 In the coming years, Deacon Paul will continue to teach and direct the choir until God provides 
another director. He will have developed a self-sufficient team of singers. Eventually, we will be able to 
send a choral leader to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology for his or her further study and 
development. 

“Mount Everest” goals: 
• Producing a CD for Great Vespers of a feast. 
• Sponsoring a concert in Atlanta by a professional Byzantine choir (from Greece or Cappella Romana).


